
US RADAR SITES of ICELAND 

 NEWSLETTER, October 2016 
Newsletter #31.  Editor: Jerry Tonnell, H-2, 1959. 

 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN. William Chick, H-2, 1959-60.  The 2017 reunion will be in Tucson, AZ -- the 

dates will be 11 – 14 April of 2017 at the Hilton El Conquistador Golf & Tennis Resort just north of Tucson.  This 
will be our 8th reunion.  We will hold the 2019 reunion east of the Mississippi River. NOTE:   Please pay the total 
fee of $160 per person in advance -- it would help with our planning – make checks payable to “Iceland Reunion” 
and mail them to William Chick, 3021 Frost Meadow Way, Fort Mill, SC 29707. As before, you must make your 
own hotel room reservations. If possible, make an extra effort to come a day early or stay a day late to 
enjoy this most luxurious hotel complex – and still at the convention rate including breakfasts. 

 

SUSPENSE DATES: Let us known if you’re coming by 1 Dec.  Deadline for paying in advance is 1 Jan.  
No refunds granted after 1 Feb. **Special circumstances may wave these dates! 
 

Our next newsletter will be in June 2017, and will provide highlights of the Tucson Reunion. In the past, we have 
tried to send either an email or a snail mail copy of the newsletter to each member, but we are having many 
problems.  Our email list is not complete as we have many members who have not sent us updates.  Our snail 
mail list it not complete either.  Many have moved and not given us their new address.  Each time we mail or 
email we get about 10% bounces, and have no idea who they are.  Again some of you may get both email and 
snail mail newsletters.  If you do not get both, please update your membership by sending us a correct mailing 
address or email.  

  

Hilton El Conquistador Golf and Tennis Resort at Oro Valley, AZ. 11- 14 April 2017 
For reservations, call – 1 (800) 325-7832 or 1 (520) 544-5500.   You can also register on line at: 

https://secure.hilton.com/en/hi/res/choose_dates.jhtml?  Use code, USR to get the convention rate. 
**If possible, make an extra effort to come a day early or stay a day late to enjoy this most luxurious 

hotel complex – and still at the convention rate.** 

 

Proposed Schedule for April 2017 
April 11.  Hospitably room opens at 12 noon.   
April 12.  Buses leave hotel 9 am for tour of the Sonora Desert Museum. 
             http://desertmuseum.org/ jbright@desertmuseum.org 
April 12.  Arrive noon at Davis-Monthan Bone Yard.  jlundquist@pimaair.org  Dutch treat lunch. 
              Tour from 1 pm to 4 pm and back on our buses.  Bus arrives hotel by 5 pm. 
April 12. 6:30 pm pizza party at hotel.  terisa.felix@hilton.com 
April 13. Bus leaves hotel 9 am for the tour of the Tucson Presidio. 
              for  http://www.tucsonpresidio.com  aprilb@tucsonpresidio.com  
April 13. 12 Noon to 4 pm, tour of Old Town Tucson.  jcamarillo@oldtucson.com  Dutch treat 
               lunch. They have shows and sites to see.  Bus arrives back to hotel by 5 pm. 
April 13. 6:30 pm Banquet.    terisa.felix@hilton.com  
               7 pm speech by local historian, Jim Turner.  jimturnerhistorian@gmail.com  
April 14. Hospitably room closes by 12 noon. 

Transportation to the hotel and back from the Tucson Airport.  From the Tucson Airport to the hotel is about 
a 45 minute ride – a round trip costs $84. However, it is only $8 more for each additional passenger on the same 
shuttle.  HOWEVER, consider using a UBER ride – one way cost $25 for all hands with up to 4 in the car. 
 

SCRAPBOOK CHAIRMAN. WC Chilton, H-1, 1961-62. In preparation for our 2017 reunion, I will be putting 
together a scrapbook of our 2015 reunion. Folks with 2015 Dayton photos please snail-mail your 4X6” prints to 
me at: WC Chilton, 210 Parish Lane, McMinnville, TN 37110.  
 

WEBSITE DIRECTOR. .  Reed Thomas, H-4, 1958-59. We have added about 100 new names to our data bank 
since our last newsletter mostly coming from research of past White Falcon newspapers. Check out our Radar 

Website for updates: http://usradarsitesiceland.com/     Reed’s email is:  reedt934@gmail.com    
 

TREASURER.  William Chick, H-2, 1959-60.  Our annual voluntary membership dues run $15 per year. Make 
checks payable to "Iceland Radar Sites Reunion" and mail it to William Chick, 3021 Frost Meadow Way, Fort 
Mill, SC 29707.  His email is:   littlechick@msn.com 

 

FROM THE HISTORIAN. Jerry Tonnell, H-2, 1959.  If you would like to order a copy of our History of the Radar 
Sites of Iceland book, please do so as we have only 33 remaining in stock of our 13th printing of the book.  The 
price is $10 including postage.   Order by mailing a check payable to “Iceland Radar Sites Reunion” to: 
William Chick, 3021 Frost Meadow Way, Fort Mill, SC 29707. 
 

WEBSITE PHOTO CHAIRMAN. Joe Pyrdek, H-3, 1967-68. The Photo Gallery has received several new 
pictures in recent days.  These pictures are available in a new Gallery titled New Additions July-Sept.  Any 
pictures received in this time period will be available both in this new gallery AND in the permanent gallery 
appropriate to the picture (i.e. if it relates to H-1, it will also be in the proper H-1 gallery).  The New Additions 
gallery will be updated for the next time period about every three months if any additions are received in that time 
slot.  The older “New Additions July-September” gallery will be removed sometime after a New Additions gallery 
is set up for pictures received in October to December.  This process will continue during the entire year so that 
you can more easily locate pictures which have been added in recent months. 
 

If you have any pictures you would like to provide to the gallery, please send them on to me, Joe Pyrdek, either 
by e-mail attachments to  jpyrdek@zoominternet.net   for electronic images.  Or you can mail them via USPS 
as listed below.  All picture formats (.jpg, .tiff, .png, etc.) can be accommodated.  Please provide the original full 
size image and not a compressed of resized smaller image.  If you scan them for sending them to me, please 
use a minimum of 300 DPI resolution to obtain the higher quality. 

 

You can also send, preferably a copy and not the original, pictures to me at 13654 Foust Road, Conneaut 
Lake, PA 16316.  A copy is preferred to prevent the original from being damaged or destroyed in the mail.  All 
pictures received will be returned to you after they have been processed for use in the photo gallery. 
I am especially in need of some photos from the Oklahoma City 2013 Reunion since there currently are not any 
pictures available to me for that reunion.  Please include information about where and when the picture was 
taken, along with a brief description so that info can be used as a caption for the image. 

  

__________________________________________________________________ 

The Final Days for US Radar in Iceland  
From the Editor.  Joe Richardson was the last commander of the last radar site in Iceland.  Joe 

arrived in Iceland in 2005 and took command of the 932nd ACS.  His 2-year tour was cut short 

in September of 2006 when the United States withdrew the last of our permanent military forces 

from the island.  Joe was our guest speaker for the Radar Sites of Iceland reunion in 2015 in 

Dayton.  Below is the text of his address -- I believe you will find it a most enlightening story of 

just how the closing of our military presence in Iceland came about.  
 

By Lt Col Joe Richardson, USAF (Ret)  

 

“It’s a special honor to be here with this group of veterans.  You were all a unique collection of airmen. You were 
on the front line of the Cold War.  You were the eyes…..the early warning of the Soviet threat.  It was a very 
different world then, wasn’t it?  We knew the enemy and trained for that enemy.  Readiness was more than just 
a word for you…it was a daily requirement.  You were always on alert.  The threat today is very different.  There 
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will probably never again be the requirement for Airmen like yourselves....being stationed at remote outposts, 
mountain tops, etc.  So this is a very special group.  And I’m very appreciative to all of you for keeping this history 
alive. 
 

I’ve been looking forward to this since 2006.  My first awareness of the Radar Sites Reunion was in 2005 as I 
was taking command of the 932d.  The previous commander, G-Bear Vaughn told me about the 2005 Reunion 
he just came back from in Colorado Springs.  He gave me a description of what you guys were all about.  I was 
very interested and impressed.   
 

During my assignment, as I learned all the details and history of the Iceland Air Defense, I came to appreciate 
this very unique mission.  And then there was a visit in July of 2006 by a few of you.  There was William Chick, 

Reed Thomas, Ira Majo, Mike Magone, and Larry Robin.  And a few family members.  That visit in 2006 impressed 
me.  And I thought of it often, especially since I was the last Commander and oversaw the shutdown of the unit 
and departure of Air Force Personnel. (PHOTO: Lt Col Richardson is on the far right.) 
 

I’d like to highlight for you now some of the details of the deactivation of the 932d and closure of NAS Keflavik.  I 
took command in early Sept 2005.  About one month later I found out in a secret meeting with the base 
commander that there were serious plans to close the base very soon.  I thought….”this really sucks.”  I was 
really looking forward to two full years of command and time in Iceland. 
 

The SECDEF was Donald Rumsfeld and the 
Secretary of State was Condoleezza Rice.  The 
Defense Department wanted to close the base, 
the State Department wanted to keep it open.  
There were continuing discussions with the US 
Ambassador to Iceland and the Keflavik base 
leadership.  I was closely involved because the 
932d was at the center of the Air Defense.   
 

There was a semi-official announcement made in 
March of 2006, but the Navy base commander 
only stated that there would be a different 
footprint [in the defense of Iceland.]  There was 

no official word from the State Department until July.  This happened after our unit was deactivated in June, and 
hundreds of airmen and Navy personnel had moved out.   
 

The Icelandic government seemed to have been left in the dark and confused.  I told my boss that I was going 
to tell the Icelandic Radar System personnel the truth.  Which I did, a couple of months before it was official.  But 
they still didn’t believe me.   
 

The Air Force personnel departed in June-July.  The Group Commander left me behind to oversee the remainder 
of US personnel departing.  The final four F-15s and the Rescue Helo Squadron departed on 30 Sept.  Then the 
Navy locked the gate. 
 

Our squadron scoured the squadron collecting historical artifacts.  We wrapped and shipped many of them to the 
Cold War Museum, and to USAFE HQ in Germany.  I also discovered another problem…I had a huge illegal 
slush fund in my desk drawer that had accumulated after fundraisers.  Yikes! After the unit deactivated I organized 
a couple deep sea fishing trips, bowling tournaments, and conducted weekly Hail and Farewells.  Everyone 
departing got a very nice framed certificate.  I was able to use all the money without going to jail. 
 

I felt terrible about how the base closure was handled.  It could have been negotiated, announced and planned 
over a 1-2 year period.  Instead, the US caused a great deal of hardship to hundreds of military members and 
their families, and about 500 Icelandic personnel lost their jobs.  This all happened with only 90 days’ notice.    
 

However, there is some good news.  NATO has 
been conducting exercises the last couple of 
years.  And the Russians are apparently flying 
again, so there is a renewed interest in Iceland.  
So you guys better get ready to be called back!   
 

As I reviewed your bios, the website and 
newsletter articles, I was reminded of just how 
rough you guys had it. I also imagined what kind 
of shenanigans might have occurred with a 
large group of lonely young guys living at a 
remote radar site.   
 

Why does this Reunion matter?  Why does it 
work?  Why the continued interest?  Because 

you were unique.  You worked in rugged, austere conditions.  It was dangerous, it was hard work, and the weather 
was unbelievably extreme at times.  But those are the things that draw young people close.  And the significance 
of your mission further galvanized you.  You’ve all experienced something that many military personnel never 
have.  There are very few, truly isolated assignments anymore. 
 

Being the last commander of the 932 ACS was been a distinct honor and privilege.  And it has been an honor 
being here with you tonight.  Thank you again for your service, and thank you for keeping this Reunion and the 
memories alive……..  I can’t wait for the 2017 Reunion!”  

 
 

 


